THE VIRGINIA SOCIETY

of The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America
-------------------------------------------------On Saturday February 16, 2019 members of the Virginia Society OFPA presented a wreath and
provided greetings at the 238th Commemoration of the Crossing of the Dan [River] held at The
Prizery and Boyd’s Ferry at 700 Bruce Street in South Boston (Halifax County), Virginia. This
major Revolutionary War event, the Crossing of the Dan, occurred on February 14, 1781 and has
been described as a “masterful military maneuver” that marked the “beginning of the end for the
British Lt. General Charles Cornwallis.”1
The American victory at the Battle of Cowpens in South Carolina, which occurred in January 1781,
left the British with staggering losses! Approximately 90 percent of their soldiers were killed,
wounded, or captured. When Lieutenant General Lord Charles Cornwallis learned of this massive
loss, he “swore to regain his prisoners no matter what the cost.” As a result Cornwallis along with
Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton began to pursue the American army, with their hundreds of
captured British prisoners, following their retreat back to Virginia. As a result, the race was on for
the Patriots to reach the safety provided by the Dan River, located in the vicinity of South Boston
of Halifax County, Virginia. The Dan River had limited crossing points, all of which were quite
familiar to the American Patriots. Once the Americans crossed over to the north side of said river,
there they would be able to rest and recuperate, obtain much needed supplies, and obtain
additional reinforcements. As the last members of the American army crossed the Dan River, the
British began to arrive. Being unfamiliar with the terrain and/or area, and not having boats to
cross the River, the British pursuit ended! After a few days, the British retreated to North Carolina
with the Americans (who had crossed back over the Dan River) now in hot pursuit.
During the next month the British moved back towards Guilford Court House in North Carolina.
While in route, they suffered many ambushes and skirmishes (the result of guerrilla tactics) with
the Americans. The two armies finally met at the Battle of Guilford Court House (now Greensboro,
NC) where 1,900 British fought 4,400 Americans. This battle lasted just two-and-a-half hours with
the British losing 532 men, and the American Army losing just 264 soldiers. It has been said that
the British general's stubborn fixation on the destruction of Major General Nathanael Greene's
Southern Field Army--at any cost--was a complete failure. Lord Cornwallis and Banastre Tarleton
were responsible for the loss of 1,513 of their troops in a three and a half month period which
equated to approximately 48% of their army--obviously the Americans had inflicted a serious
blow to the British Army!
Lord Charles Cornwallis would come to realize that he should abandon the Carolinas and move
into Virginia. There he hoped to have a decisive victory however that would never occur!2 The
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Southside Messenger newspaper, Keysville, VA February 22, 2018
Significance of the Crossing of the Dan--The Prizery:
(https://www.prizery.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=101&Itemid=200) and;
(https://www.prizery.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=83&Itemid=258)

Crossing of the Dan became a turning point in the American Revolution, precipitating events that
led to the British surrender at Yorktown, in just a few months, when British General Charles
Cornwallis surrendered his troops at Yorktown, Virginia on October 19, 1781.3
Numerous hereditary organizations and assorted sponsors throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia were present at this event which involves the yearly participation by Associates of the
Virginia Society of The Founders and Patriots of America.

Virginia Society Associates pictured above
(l-r) Angel Robertson (guest), J. Shane Newcombe Governor, Mike Weyler Genealogist, Dr. Dan
Warren former OFPA Governor General with his wife Elaina, and Associate Jeff Thomas
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