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Governor’s Report on the Third Quarter of 2025 

Greetings to my Distinguished Brethren of the OFPA! 
 
Our Summer/Fall season has been quite busy with 
many events throughout Virginia in honor of our  
patriot ancestors and 250th Anniversaries. Our  
members continue to lead the way in promoting  
Virginia history. More and more, I see our flags  
flying up front and our wreaths are well displayed for 
all to see. The spirit of our Order is rising! 
 
Our work to promote our Order is rising as well. For 
the first time, we laid out a full table display at the 
recent Semi-Annual Meeting of the Virginia SAR in 
Herndon, Virginia. Over the course of two days, we 
had well over twenty-five SAR members express an 
interest in joining us. I am sure all of them are dig-
ging into their genealogy as I write this. I would like 
to thank Associate Michael Wilson for his diligent 
work to make this special OFPA table happen. 
 
Our Fall Annual Meeting on October 19th in  
Yorktown at the Riverwalk Restaurant is approach-
ing. I am excited at the thought of having our Associ-
ates assemble together as we move our Order for-
ward. It will be a memorable day. A great lunch has 
been planned. Several of our members will be leaving 
our meeting early to represent our distinguished Order 
in the Yorktown Victory Parade. And we are  

fortunate to have a very well-known speaker in Jim 
Bush who will provide our afternoon presentation. 
Let us fill the room for Jim. This is the time for  
maximum participation. Come and enjoy the compa-
ny of your OFPA brethren from throughout the State 
of Virginia. 
 
I will finish with this observation. During the Friday 
dinner of the SAR Semi-Annual, I asked all of our 
OFPA Associates in the audience to stand as I offered 
my greetings from the OFPA. It was a proud moment 
for me to have the entire Virginia SAR witness 
firsthand the SAR leadership that we have in our  
Society. There is no greater promotional tool for our 
Order here in Virginia than who we are and how we 
conduct ourselves in service to our history and our 
ancestors. Allow me to express, once again, my  
continuing gratitude for the acts of patriotism among 
our members who volunteer their time to bring atten-
tion to the history of our American founding period, 
and honor those who made it happen.  
 
As always, let us continue to show Virginia who we 
are. 
 
Steadfast for God and Country! 
 
Philip Barnard,  
Governor, Virginia Society OFPA 
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249th Anniversary of the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights at Gunston Hall 

     On August 2nd, Governor Barnard gave greetings 
on behalf of the Virginia OFPA at the gravesite of 
George Mason IV in honor of the 249th Commemo-
ration of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, for 
which Mason was the primary author.  
 
     The event, which was very well attended, was 
hosted by the George Mason Chapter of the Virginia 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.   
Attending with him was former Governor and current 
VASSAR President Mike Weyler.  
 
     From his own research, Governor Barnard provid-
ed the crowd with a rare insight into the workings of 
the Grand Committee which was formed by the Fifth 
Virginia Convention in 1776 and charged with draft-
ing this Declaration of Rights and our Virginia Con-
stitution.  
 
     A detailed history of George Mason's family  
lineage was given which allowed Governor Barnard 
to conclude his remarks by paying respect to George 
Mason IV as a Virginia Founding Father who, like 
the members of our Order, was a descendant of a  
distinguished line of Founders and Patriots. 

_________________________ 
 

244th Anniversary of the Battle of the Virginia 
Capes 

By Dr. Patrick H. Hannum 

 
     The Norfolk Chapter VASSAR hosted a group of 
350 French and Americans at Expeditionary Base 

Fort Story in Virginia Beach, VA, for the 244th  
Anniversary of the Battle of the Capes on September 
6, 2025.  
 
     The commemoration took place at the Admiral de 
Grass Memorial statue, a gift from France to the 
United States in 1976. The statue is in a small park 
and shares the same location as the Cape Henry Cross 
marking the location where the Jamestown Settlers 
first landed in 1607.  
 
     Over forty patriotic organizations from Virginia 
and North Carolina attended the event and offered 
wreaths. Special guests included the NSSAR  
President General, Michael Elston; Admiral Pierre 
Vandier, French Navy, who served as guest speaker; 
Vice Admiral Doug Perry, U.S. Navy; Vice Admiral 
Simon Asquith, British Royal Navy; Rear Adm. 
Frédéric de Rupilly, French Navy; Col. Antoine  
Fleuret, French Army; CAPT David Gray, U.S.  
Navy, and City Virginia Beach City Council  
Member, Cash Jackson-Green, representing the 
Mayor, the Honorable Bobby Dyer. 
     Special attendees included two brothers Nash and 

Lindsay Bilisoly, direct descendants of Antonio  
Sylvestre Bilisoly, a sailing master of Admiral de 
Grasse’s flagship, the Ville de Paris, who participated 
in the historic sea battle.  
 
The Battle of the Virginia Capes sometimes called 
the Battle of the Chesapeake is a unique engagement 
because no Americans participated in a sea battle that 
changed the strategic environment that significantly 
enabled the independence of the United States of 
America. In 1781 the new United States had been at 
war for six years.  
     A force of 5,500 French soldiers with a supporting 

Society Events 
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naval squadron had been in America for over a year 
without a decisive military action.  
 
     All that changed in August 1781 when Admiral de 
Grasse ordered his French fleet with 26 ships of the 
line (ships with 64 or more guns) to the Chesapeake 
Bay from his anchorage on the North coast of Haiti. 
Generals Washington and Rochambeau began  
moving their troops from the Hudson River Valley 
south to link up with de Grasse’s fleet as soon as they 
learned of his movement. 
 
     As the allied land forces moved south, the French 
fleet entered the Chesapeake Bay, anchored near the 
mouth of the Lynnhaven River, and began offloading 
3,200 soldiers who accompanied the fleet north. At 
this point, the allies controlled the timing and tempo 
of operations. The British fleet, under Admiral 
Thomas Graves, countered the allied moves, and the 
Battle of the Capes ensued.  
 
     Historians consider this one of the more important 
naval battles in the history of warfare because it  
prevented the reinforcement or escape of over 8,000 
British forces in fortified positions at Yorktown,  
setting the conditions for their surrender.  
 
     Without the success of the French Navy on Sep-
tember 5, 1781, in preventing the British from rein-
forcing Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, there would 
have been no surrender of British forces on October 
19, 1781. 
 
     Representing the Virginia Society of the OFPA 
was former Governor Kenneth Hawkins, Secretary 
Tim Ahlgrim, and Associates Bob Bruce and Stuart 
Whitehead.  

__________________________ 
 

VASSAR Semi-Annual Weekend 
 
     On the 19th of September, the Virginia SAR  
began its Semi-Annual Weekend. The meetings were 
preceded by a five-patriot grave marking ceremony 
at Ketoctin Baptist Church in Purcellville, Virginia.  
 
     A very special site where over thirty patriot  
ancestors are at rest. The OPFA was well represented 
by Governor Barnard, Jeff Thomas, former Gover-
nors Ken Hawkins and Michael Weyler, and  
Associates Michael Wilson, Stuart Whitehead, and 
John Lynch. 
   
   The real impact of our Order came to life at the ho-
tel. Michael Wilson took the lead in exhibiting a spe-
cial OFPA table on both Friday and Saturday of  

the Convention. He displayed our flag, a selection of 
OFPA books, brochures and trinkets, and even his 
own OFPA Certificate.  

     The table attracted considerable attention to our 
Order from the members of the Virginia SAR.  
Between Governor Barnard and Associate Wilson, 
they spoke to over twenty-five members who showed 
serious interest in joining our prestigious society.  

___________________________ 
 

Patriot Gravesite Rededication 
 

     On September 28th the Richmond VASSAR 
joined with the Frances Bland Randolph DAR to  
rededicate and mark the graves of two Revolutionary 
War patriots whose graves are hidden away along the 
Appomattox River on the campus of Virginia State 
University.  
 
     It was a celebration of the patriotism of John and 
Frances Bland Randolph, who used their vast  
plantations to provide financial resources and  
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supplies to support the Virginia Militia in 1775 and 
the Continental Army throughout the American  
Revolution. 

     The event was held at the Randolph Farm  
Agricultural Complex on the grounds of Virginia 
State University and was attended by 15 different 
SAR Chapters from across the State, 7 different DAR 
Chapters, along with representatives from the CAR 
and other dignitaries. 
 
     Governor Barnard spent 12 months overseeing the 
restoration of the patriot graves and the surrounding 
fence for this small graveyard. Once completed, this 
provided the spark for organizing this extensive 
event, which saw University officials and  
professional singers come together with the SAR and 
DAR to deliver an impressive program for all in  
attendance.  
       
     Governor Barnard unveiled a beautiful bronze 
plaque which will be permanently affixed to a custom 
designed granite plinth and set before the graves  
ensuring that generations to come will know the story 
of these two patriots.  
 

     For his work, Governor Barnard was awarded the 
DAR Bronze Medal of Distinction for extraordinary 
cooperation and outstanding service to the NSDAR. 
  
 

    Current VASSAR President and former Governor 
Dr. Micheal Weyler delivering his remarks at the 
gathering.       

      VAOFPA Associates in attendance were former 
Governor and current VASSAR President, Dr. Mi-
chael Weyler, Governor Barnard, Michael Wilson, 
Bob Bruce, Jay Whay, and John Lunch. 
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Upcoming Statewide Events 

The following is a compilation of observances and ceremonies being held Nationally and Statewide by 
many of the Societies that the Virginia OFPA interacts with.  Please check with the local Society chapter 
or entity before making any travel or attendance plans.    
 
October 3rd through the 5th - Waterford Colonial Fair, Waterford, Virginia with the participation of the Sgt 
Major John Champe Chapter VASSAR. 
 
October 3rd through the 5th - 251st Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of Point Pleasant, hosted by the 
Point Pleasant Chapter, WVSSAR, Point Pleasant, West Virginia. 
 
October 3rd, 2025 - 244th Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of the Hook, hosted by the Williams-
burg Chapter, VASSAR, at the Abingdon Elementary School, 7087 Powhatan Dr., Hayes, Virginia. 
 
October 13th, 2025 - 250th Anniversary of the U.S. Navy 
 
11 October 2025, Saturday (9:00 am) - Grave marking for Captain Samuel Nicolas, the first Commandant of 
the Marine Corps and hosted by the Pennsylvania Society of the SAR at Arch Street Meeting House, 304 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
11 October 2025, Saturday (2:00 pm) - Grave marking for Commodore John Barry, the father of the American 
Navy and hosted by the Pennsylvania Society of the SAR Philadelphia at the Old St. Mary’s Cemetery, 252 S 
4th Street, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
12 October 2025 Sunday (11:00 am) - Battle of Germantown Commemoration, Philadelphia, PA, hosted by 
the Pennsylvania 
Society of the SAR at Pennypacker Mills, 5 Haldeman Rd., Schwenksville, PA. 
 
12 October 2025, Sunday (2:00 pm) - Five Patriots Grave Marking hosted by the Pennsylvania Society of the 
SAR, Philadelphia, PA at the Germantown Upper Burying Ground, 6309 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA. 
 
October 13th, 2025, Monday, (11:00 am) – U.S. Navy-Marines Homecoming 250th Parade, Philadelphia, PA 
with participation of the SGT Major John Champe Chapter, VASSAR. 
 
October 15th, 2025, Wednesday, (8:30 am) - Honor Flight (Chicago), Dulles International Airport, VA hosted 
by the Col James Wood II and SMG John Champe Chapters, VASSAR at the Dulles Airport, Main Terminal-
1, Saarinen Circle, Dulles, VA. 
 
October 19th, 2025, Sunday (10:15 am) - Wreath Laying at the Thomas Nelson Jr. House, 200 Main Street, 
Yorktown, VA and hosted by the Thomas Nelson Jr Chapter, Virginia SAR. This year the site is the Nelson 
House, 200 Main St., Yorktown.  This is followed at 1:30 pm by the Battle of Yorktown Victory Parade at 
1:30 pm. 
 
October 19th, 2025, Sunday (11:30 am) – Fall 2025 Meeting of the Virginia Society of the Order of the 
Founders and Patriots of America at the Riverwalk Restaurant, 323 Water Street, Yorktown, VA.  
 
October 25th, 2025, Saturday, (2 pm) – Revolutionary War Field Demonstration, Rippon Lodge with partici-
pation of the Colonel William Grayson Chapter, VASSAR at 15529 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, VA 
22191. 
 
October 26th, 2025, Sunday, (11:00 AM) - 250th Anniversary, Battle of Hampton, Hampton, VA hosted by 
the Thomas Nelson Jr. Chapter, VASSAR at Mill Point Park, 100 Eaton Street, (Corner of Eaton St. and W 
Queens Way), Hampton, VA 23669. 
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November 2nd, 2025, Sunday, (11:00 am) - The First Thanksgiving - Berkeley Plantation Parade with partici-
pation by the Williamsburg Chapter, VASSAR at Berkeley Plantation, 12602 Harrison Landing Road, Charles 
City, VA 23020. 
 
November 2nd, 2025, Sunday, (3:00 PM) - Patriot Monument Dedication Ceremony co-hosted by the Fairfax 
Resolves Chapter and the SGM John Champe Chapter, VASSAR at the New Jerusalem Lutheran Cemetery, 
12942 Lutheran Church Road, Lovettsville, VA 20180. 
 
November 10th, 2025, Monday - 250th Anniversary of the US Marine Corps 
 
November 11th, 2025, Tuesday - Veterans Day Commemorations both held in many parts of the State and Na-
tionally 
 
November 11th, 2025, Tuesday, (11:00 am), Veterans Day Commemoration, hosted by the Colonel James 
Wood II Chapter, VASSAR at 401 National Avenue, Winchester, VA. 
 
November 11th, 2025, Tuesday, (11:00 am) - Colonial Williamsburg’s Veterans Day Parade at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, VA. 
 
November 11th, 2025, Tuesday, (1:00 pm) - Veterans Day Wreath Laying at the Tomb of General George 
Washington and hosted by the George Washington Chapter, Virginia SAR at Mount Vernon, the Home and 
Final Resting Place of George and Martha Washington, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount 
Vernon, VA. 22121. 
 
November 11th, 2025, Tuesday, (1:00 pm) - Veterans Day Commemoration with participation of the Colonel 
James Wood II Chapter, VASSAR on Main Street & Veterans Way (6th Street), Middletown, VA. 
 
November 15th, 2025, Saturday, (Noon) - the 250th Anniversary Commemoration of the Skirmish at Kemp's 
Landing, Virginia Beach, VA hosted by the Norfolk Chapter SAR at City View Park, 2073 Kempsville Road, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464. 
 
November 23rd, 2025, Sunday, (2:00 pm) - Commemoration of the James City County Committee of Observa-
tion, hosted by the Williamsburg Chapter SAR at Freedom Park, 5537 Centerville Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
23188. 
 
December 6th, 2025, Saturday (11:00 am) - 250th anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of Great Bridge, 
Chesapeake, VA, co-hosted by the Great Bridge Chapter SAR and the Great Bridge Chapter, NSDAR at the 
Great Bridge Battlefield and Waterways Museum. 
 
December 9th, 2025, Tuesday, (7:30 am) - Culpeper Commemoration Battle of Great Bridge Commemoration 
hosted by the Culpeper Minute Men Chapter SAR at Yowell Meadow Park, corner of Blue Ridge & Route 522 
North, Culpeper, VA 22701. 
 
December 13, 2025, Saturday - Wreaths Across America. Wreath-laying events held Nationally and State-
wide.  
 
 
 
 

Of special note: the State of Virginia is hosting a site for all activities connected to our 
250th anniversary.  

 Go to: Virginia American Revolution 250 Commemoration - Explore  
 for more information. 

https://va250.org/
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Associate - Samuel Preston Adams, III 
Founder - Henry Adams of Mass. 
Patriot - Lt. Samuel Adams, Sr. of CT 
 
Associate - Timothy Francis Ahlgrim 
Founder - William Story 
Patriot - Solomon Story 
 
Associate - Philip Edmund Barnard 
Founder - Robert Barnard 
Patriot - Joel Barnard 
 
Associate - John R. Beranek 
Founder - Thomas Goodenow 
Patriot - David Goodenough, Jr. 
 
Associate - Peter Edwin Broadbent, Jr. 
Founder - Richard Talbott 
Patriot - Richard Talbott 
 
Associate - Robert Edgar Bruce, IV 
Founder - Thomas Buck I 
Patriot - Thomas Buck 
 
Associate - William Derry Bruen, III 
Founder - Obadiah Bruen 
Patriot - David Bruen 
 
Associate - Randall Hall Chandler 
Founder - Robert Chandler  
Patriot - David Chandler 
 
Associate - Arthur Brian Cowardin 
Founder - Peter Carwardine 
Patriot - John Cowardin 
 
Associate - Lewis Taylor Cowardin 
Founder - Peter Carwardine 
Patriot - John Cowardine 
 
Associate - Lewis Turner Cowardin, II 
Founder - Peter Carwardine 
Patriot - John Cowardine 
 
Associate - Donald Lee Crossman 
Founder - Robert Crossman 
Patriot - Theophilus Crossman 
 
Associate - German Pierce Culver, Jr. 
Founder - John Tompkins 
Patriot - Nathaniel Tompkins 
 
Associate - George B. Elder 
Founder - Robert Abernathy 
Patriot - John Abernathy 
 
Associate - Charles Benjamin Fegan 
Founder - Robert Moulton, and son, Robert Moulton 
Patriot - Cpt. Freeborn Moulton, & son, Elijah Moulton 
 

Associate - Thomas A. Gibson 
Founder - William Hartwell 
Patriot - Daniel Hartwell 
 
Associate - Douglas M. "Doug" Graves 
Founder - Capt. Thomas Graves 
Patriot - Thomas Graves & son John Graves 
 
Associate - Asa Wesley Graves, VI 
Founder - Thomas Graves 
Patriot - Thomas Graves & son John Graves 
 
Associate - Asa Wesley Graves, VII 
Founder - Thomas Graves 
Patriot - Thomas Graves & son John Graves 
 
Associate - Asa Wesley Graves, VIII 
Founder - Thomas Graves 
Patriot - Thomas Graves & son John Graves 
 
Associate - Zachary Nolan Hall 
Founder - Capt. Thomas Graves 
Patriot - Thomas Graves & son John Graves 
 
Associate - Douglass R. Hall 
Founder - Richard Sawtell 
Patriot - Johnathan Sawtell, Sr 
 
Associate - Douglas Paul Harden 
Founder - Joseph Downer 
Patriot - Joshua Downer 
 
Associate - John Sterling Harris 
Founder - William Tuttle 
Patriot - Sylvanus Tuttle 
 
Associate - Christopher Lee Hubbard 
Founder - George Hubbard 
Patriot - Petter Hubbard 
 
Associate - Liam Jackson Hubbard 
Founder - George Hubbard 
Patriot - Petter Hubbard 
 
Associate - Stewart Macdonald Johnston 
Founder - Isaac Sheldon  
Patriot - Amasa Sheldon 
 
Associate - Christian Sean Kendall 
Founder - Francis Kendall 
Patriot - Lt. Josiah Kendall 
 
Associate - Robert Bruce Kendall, II 
Founder - Francis Kendall 
Patriot - Lt. Josiah Kendall 
 
Associate - Alexander Nicholas Kendall 
Founder - Francis Kendall 
Patriot - Lt. Josiah Kendall 
 

Ancestor Memorials 
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Associate - Maxim Christian Kendall 
Founder - Francis Kendall 
Patriot - Lt. Josiah Kendall 
 
Associate - Robert Bruce Kendall, III 
Founder - Francis Kendall 
Patriot - Lt. Josiah Kendall 
 
Associate - James Calvert Everall Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Roger H. W. Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Wade H.O. Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Croft Moundeford Randolph Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Taylor Thoroughgood Lawson Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Reade Bradbury Hazzard Kirby 
Founder - Thomas Kirby 
Patriot - Capt. William Kirby 
 
Associate - Terry Robert Krebs 
Founder - John Benson & son, John 
Patriot - Job Benson, and son, Elihu 
 
Associate - Col. Judson P. Mason, Jr. 
Founder - Sampson Mason 
Patriot - James Mason 
 
Associate - Donald W Moore 
Founder - Edmund Moore 
Patriot - Tully Moore 
 
Associate - Bruce Edward Munger, Jr. 
Founder - Nicholas Munger 
Patriot - Timothy Munger Madison 
 
Associate - Bruce Edward Munger, Sr. 
Founder - Nicholas Munger 
Patriot - Timothy Munger Madison 
 
Associate - J. Shane Newcombe 
Founder - James Allen 
Patriot - Capt. Richard Allen 
 
Associate - Terence Frederic O'Rourke 
Founder - Thomas Stoughton, MA 
Patriot - Oliver Stoughton, CT 
 

Associate - Richard Travis Rattan 
Founder - Richard Higdon 
Patriot - John Higdon 
 
Associate - Richard Volney Rattan 
Founder - Richard Higdon 
Patriot - John Higdon 
 
Associate - Harry Coleman Redd, III 
Founder - Col. William Claiborne 
Patriot - Maj. Bullar Claiborne 
 
Associate - Walter J. "Walt" Sheffield   
Founder - Col. Robert Wynne, II 
Patriot - John Winn, Sr & son, Peter Winn 
 
Associate - John Courtney Sheffield, II 
Founder - Col. Robert Wynne, II 
Patriot - John Winn, Sr & son, Peter Winn 
 
Associate - Lee Wilson Swift, III 
Founder - William Swift (Swyft) 
Patriot - Barzillai Swift 
 
Associate - T. Michael Taimi 
Founder - Thomas Smith  
Patriot - James Smith 
 
Associate - John Richard Taylor, III 
Founder - Robert Newman 
Patriot - John Newman 
 
Associate - Jeffrey Dean Thomas 
Founder - Thomas Burton 
Patriot - Joseph Burton 
 
Associate - Larry Eldon Tubbs 
Founder - William Tubbs 
Patriot - Isaac Tubbs 
 
Associate - Eugene A. Walker 
Founder - Capt. Samuel Walker 
Patriot - Sgt. Timothy Walker 
 
Associate - Dr. Daniel Churchman "Dan" Warren 
Founder - Thomas Warren 
Patriot - William Warren 
 
Associate - Dr. Michael Ernest "Mike" Weyler 
Founder - Simon Stone 
Patriot - David Stone 
 
Associate - Michael Bradley Wilson 
Founder - Edward Fuller 
Patriot - Cornelius Fuller, II 

Ancestor Memorials 
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National Officers 
 
Thomas Allen Smart 
Governor General 
 
James Duncan Berry, PhD. 
Deputy Governor General 
 
Mathew David Dupree 
Secretary General 
 
Sumner Gary Hunnewell, Jr. 
Deputy Secretary General 
 
Jonathan Shane Newcombe 
Treasurer General 
 
Phoenix Austin Harris 
Deputy Treasurer General 
 
Tracy Ashley Crocker 
Registrar General 
 
Charles Victor Lang 
Deputy Registrar General 
 
Michael Perry Schenk 
Genealogist General 
 
Robert Louis Stevens 
Deputy Genealogist General 
 
Donald Neal Lamson, Esq. 
Attorney General 
 
Walter Jervis Sheffield 
Deputy Attorney General 
 
Brian Richard Marsh 
Chaplain General 
Robert Todd Giffin 
Deputy Chaplain General 
 
Michael Ernest Weyler Ph.D. 
Historian General 
 
Robert Joseph Walcott Jr. 
Deputy Historian General 
 
Edward Charles Horton 
Past Governor General 
 


